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1. Name of Property

historic name Leon High School AR Fatss 9-2i-93 2 ) ig)3 1

other names/site number ___Leon County High School/ELE316 Fidofares @"‘i

2. Location’

street & number 550 East Tennessee Street n/a 0 ot for publication
city or town Tallahassee : _.n/a 01 vicinity

state Florida code _FL__ county __Leon code 973 zip code 32308

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Hisloric Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this &I normination
] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and rmeets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
El meets ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

{3 gationatly [] statew 59 [ tocally. ((J See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

UWalber | D

Signatyfa of cemfymg official/Title
Flo a State Historic Preservation Officer, Division of ‘Historical Resources
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.}

Signature of certitying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4, Nationail Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that the property is: . Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

[ entered in the National Register.
O see continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible tor the
National Register

[J see continuation sheet.

[J determined not eiigible for the
National Register.

[T} remaved from the Nationai

Register.
[ other, (axplain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Category of Property
{Check as many boxes as apply)

{Check onty one box)

O private Kl building(s)

&l public-local O district

{3J public-State O site

0J public-Federal 3 structure
{1 object

Name of refated multiple property listing
(Enter 'N/A" if property is not pant of 4 multiple property listing.)

n/a

Number of Resources within Property
{Bo not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 > buildings
1 ° sites
0 ; 2 structures
) 0 objects
3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education: School

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

Education: School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{Enter categories from instructions)

Late 19th & 20th Centﬁry Revivals:

Italian Renaissance

Mediterranean Revival

Narrative Description

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _ Concrete

walls Brick
Concrete

rocf Ceramic Tile

other Terra Cotta

(Describe the historic and current condition of the propesty on one or more continuation sheets.)
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SUMMARY

Leon High School, located at 550 East Tennessee Street in
Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida, is a three story, E-shaped,
Mediterranean Revival/Italian Renaissance building. Built in
1936-1937, it was designed by leading Florida architect M. Leo
Elliott, with T. A. Monk of Bradenton, Florida as the contractor.
It is masonry, with a concrete foundation and watertable, and a
red brick exterior accented with terra cotta friezes and panels.
Its low pitched, hipped roof is covered with variegated red
barrel tile. Most of the windows are single or grouped 6/6,
double hung sash and awning windows in combination; there are
also windows with 12/12 and 8/8 configurations over the main
entrance on the east elevation.

The contributing resources include the original main
~building, industrial arts building, and athletic field.
Noncontributing resources include buildings and structures
constructed after 1937: 1965 Music and Science Building, 1992
Music and Science Building, 1965 Gymnasium, 1983 Graphic Arts
Building, ¢1945 0Old Gym, and cl1965 covered walkways.

SETTING

Leon High School is located in an area historically known as
McDougall’s Pasture. This formerly rural area was assoclated
with the adjacent c1856 Brokaw-McDougall House (NR 1972) and was
a field where townspeople pastured their dairy cows. In 1927,
the Leon County Board of Public Instruction purchased 31.7 acres
of McDougall’s Pasture. In the summer of 1934, a baseball
diamond was built on the land, and two years later, construction
commenced on the new school,

The school building was built on a hilltop in the
southwestern part of the parcel (Photo 1), overlooking terraced
hills that led down to an athletic field in the former pasture to
the east (Photo 2). One old live oak tree in front, and several
original cypress trees around the building remain. In addition,
there are a young live cak tree to the southwest of the building,
and several palm trees to the east. Narrow parking lots are
located east and south of the building (Photos 3 & 4). The
school property is bounded by residential neighborhoods on the
north and east, and the Brokaw-McDougall House on the west.
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The athletic field (Photo 5), laid out at the time of
construction of Leon High School, has undergone numerous changes.
It now includes contemporary bleachers, a track, a series of
tennis courts, a softball field, a parking lot, and a number of
small concrete block buildings to store equipment and supplies.
The setting has changed somewhat because of these modifications
and the widening of East Tennessee Street which resulted in an
increase in traffic and commercial activity. 1In spite of these
changes, however, Leon High School continues to provide an
attractive open green space in Tallahassee’s downtown area, and
the athletic field is considered a contributing site.

PRESENT PHYSICAIL APPEARANCE
MATN BUILDING
Exterior

Leon High Schocol is a three story, masonry building with a
red brick exterior. It is Mediterranean Revival in style with
particularly strong Italian Renaissance features. The main block
of the building is L-shaped with hip roofed pavilions in the
center of the main (east) facade, at the north and west ends, and
the southeast corner (Photo 1). Each pavilion features elaborate
terra cotta friezes, with cream background and red and blue
painted detailing, and broad eaves with rafter tails. The gabled
roofs between the pavilions have undecorated rocflines.

Central and north wings provide space for an auditorium and
a cafeteria respectively. The auditorium wing terminates in a
tower for stage and mechanical equipment. Although the cafeteria
and auditorium wings feature decorative architectural details,
they are much simpler in design and ornamentation than the south
and east elevations. The north wing, originally only one story,
was raised to two stories in 1957.

Decorative masonrywork using various brick patterns and
terra cotta panels distinguishes the public (south, east, and
north} elevations of the building. On these elevations, the
first story is dominated by horizontal banded courses of brick.

A wide, ashlar belt course, with a soldier course of brick above,
gseparates the first and second stories (Photo 6). Decorative
brick work in the form of squares of header bricks, with concrete
squares in each corner, separate the second and third stories,
and bricks arranged in a basketweave pattern are located under
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some of the third story windows (Photo 7). Original copper
gutters and downspouts, some with the inscription "R. 0. Cooper
Ironworks, Tallahassee, Fla.," remain on the building.

The main entrance (Photo 6), a three-arched arcade, is
located in the central pavilion on the east elevation. The
original doors have been replaced with contemporary doors, but
the historic fanlights remain. A band of soldier course brick
around the doors and fanlights offers simple ornamentation. ©On
either side of the arcade are two 6/6 windows, surmounted by
terra cotta panels with swags. Five terra cotta panels with
winged angel motifs (Photo 8) separate the five central windows
of the second and third stories, which have 8/8 and 12/12 windows
respectively (Photo 6).

The recessed bays between the central and end pavilions
(Photo 3) are dominated by banks of relatively unadorned 6/6
windows. A belt course separates the first and second floor, and
a band of decorative squares of header bricks separates the
second and third floors. There are no decorative friezes or
brackets.

The south elevation (Photo 4), the most visible to the
public, faces East Tennessee Street. From the hilltop, the
terrain slopes down to the street (Photeo 9). There are two end
pavilions flanking a recessed bay. The pavilions each feature a
projecting one story vestibule with an arched entrance. Each
vestibule is topped with a cornice in line with and of the same
design as the belt course that encircles the building between the
first and second stories. - The east pavilion has four 6/6 windows
on each floor, with rectangles of basketweave brickwork below the
second and third floor windows. A small four-light window and a
6/6 window with three-light transom and terra cotta panel with
cartouche are located above the vestibule (Photo 10). The west
pavilion is similar, with some slight differences in
fenestration. The central bay features four banks of windows on
each floor and similar decorative features.

The east end of the north elevation (Photo 7) is the three-—
story pavilion at the north end of the main block. To the west
of the pavilion- is a two-story north wing. The first floor of
the extension is original and contains the historic cafeteria and
kitchen. The original first floor roof cornice now serves as a
belt course between the first and second floors. The second
story of the extension is a masonry, 1957 classroom addition with
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banks of aluminum awning windows (Photo 11). Above each window
grouping is a rectangular concrete panel. The wing is surmounted
by a simple concrete cornice. The second story addition is
cantilevered over a driveway west of the end of the historic
first floor.

The west elevation is the least visible and most irregqular
side of the E-shaped plan. The northernmost segment is
contemporary masonry cantilevered over the driveway (Photo 11).
It has an outdoor stairway and a six-light aluminum awning window
on the second floor. The south side of the cafeteria wing
features the historic first floor with 6/6 windows (Photo 12).
The non-historic second story features five banks of aluminum
windows, and a smaller aluminum window to the west. The first
floor of the inside spine of the "E" has a central double door
with a four-light transom and shed roof with bracket supports.
All three floors feature two sets of triple 6/6 windows with
three-light transoms. There is no ornamentation at the roofline.

The one-story auditorium comprises the middle wing of the
"EM (Photo 1). About three feet above grade there is a narrow
concrete belt course surmounted by a row of soldier course
bricks. The north elevation is dominated by six large, arched
windows (Photo 13). Five of the windows have a 6/6/6
configuration, six-light sidelights, and a fanlight. There is a
rectangular concrete panel below each window. The sixth window
is 6/6 with a fanlight and sidelights, with an entrance door
below. A concrete belt course and roof cornice cap the building.
The windows have keystones and are separated by pilasters.

At the western end of the auditorium is the historic
mechanical tower for the stage (Photo 1). This utilitarian tower
has a slender concrete belt course surmounted by a soldier course
at the watertable line, and slender concrete belt course and
cornice at the roofline as its only ornamentation (Photo 14).

The windows are 6/6 with three-light transoms. There is an
exterior stair to a second floor entrance. The west end of the
tower is lower and has a central bank of three windows and a
contemporary door to the north. The second floor has the same
configuration of windows. The south side of the lower tower has
one entrance door with a six-light transom and a shed roof with
brackets on the first floor, and one window on the second floor.

The south side of the auditorium wing probably originally
matched the north side. Now, however, it is partially obscured.
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by a cone story addition which obscures five of the six original
arched windows (Photo 15). The one story addition, a media
center, is clearly contemporary, but was designed to be
compatible with the original parts of the building. It features
raised brick bands to complement the first floor of the historic
building, and has a central door. Below the roofline is a series
of twelve square, single-light windows. Above this addition the
historic spine of the "E" is visible. It has no ornamental
details, featuring only two sets of triple 6/6 windows with
three-light transoms on the second and third floors.

The north side of the south wing has four banks of five
windows on the second and third floors (Photo 16). The second
and third floors are separated by decorative sgquares of header
brick. The north elevation of the pavilion at the west end has-
one window on both the second and third floors. In place of
other windows there are elongated rectangular patterns in the
brickwork. The wall is also divided by a brick ventilation
shaft. The west elevation of the pavilion has a central pair of
windows flanked by bands of five windows at all stories. The
central windows at the third story have been blocked in.

Interior

The main lobby (Photo 17), a sguare area adjeining the
north-south main hallway, is highlighted by decorative brackets
at the ceiling, and wrought iron, quarter turned staircases with
two landings (Photo 18) at the north and south ends of the west
wall. A cast concrete lion, the mascot of the school, is located
in the middlie of the lobby.

Other significant interior features include water fountains
surrounded by colorful ceramic tiles (Photo 19), black tile
baseboards, black-and-white tile washroom floors (Photo 20),
arched telephone niches, and wooden closets in many of the
classrooms (Photo:21).

The historic 75 x 110 foot auditorium retains its open,
rectangular configuration (Photo 22). <Curved stairs and doors
with bracketed cornices are located on either side of the stage.
The original seating has been replaced, and the current capacity
is 1099. Original plaster ceiling brackets were removed and put
in storage after one fell during an assembly. The five original
windows on the north wall remain intact, while four of the five
windows on the south wall have been partially blocked.



LEAL

gp_sseform 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Leon High School, Tallahassee,

] Leon County, FL
Section number _7___ Page % ___ !

The historic cafeteria (Photo 23), located on the first
floor of the north wing, also retains its open, rectangular
configuration and airy fenestration. Dropped ceilings and a new
tile floor were installed in 1983.

The former Lilla Lewis Library on the third floor of the
main block of the building has exposed beams across the sixteen
foot ceilings, and original plaster ceiling brackets. According
to tradition, the flooring originally had cork underneath to
buffer the sound. The library was divided into classrooms and
offices after the new media center opened in 1965.

When air conditioning was installed in 1983, ten-foot
dropped ceilings were added throughout the building and
florescent lighting was installed; the original ceilings remain
intact above. In compliance with fire code requirements, the
historic doors have been replaced throughout the building, but
they, as well as the decorative plasterwork from the auditorium,
are in storage on the campus.

1936-1937 INDUSTRIAL ARTS BUILDING

Constructed at the same time as the main Leon High School
building, the one story, rectangular, brick Industrial Arts
Building is located north of the main building (See Site Plan and
Photo 1). It has 6/6 windows and a cornice that replicates the
first story ashlar belt course on the main building (Photo 24).
The main facade faces south. From east to west, it features an
entrance with an eight-light transom, a set of three 6/6 windows
with security grills, a small shed roof brick addition and a pair
of 6/6 windows with grills. The interior features an instruction
room, drafting room (Photo 25), large workshop, and several small
offices. The open, industrial architectural integrity of the
interior remains intact, and is complemented by the old machinery
in the large workshop (Photo 26).

The building was altered slightly with the construction of a
small, shed roofed addition which covered three historic windows,
and the installation of a contemporary door in place of a
historic window at the west end of the south elevation (Photos 1
& 24).
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NON-HISTORIC ADDITIONS TO THE MAIN BUILDING

To accommodate additional students, and to add more
specialized facilities to the main building, several alterations
have been made to Leon High Scheool. Without exception, these
alterations have been made to the less visible north and west
sides of the building, leaving the most public south and east
elevations unchanged. ' '

1957 Classroom Addition

In 1957, a second floor designed by Prentiss Huddleston and
Assoclates was added to the area above the cafeteria and kitchen
on the north elevation of the building (Photo 11). The historic
first floor remains unchanged, while the new second story
features banks of aluminum windows which in configuration match
the solids and voids of the historic first floor. This brick
addition continues further west of the historic first floor, and
is cantilevered over a driveway.

1965 Media_ Center Addition

The Media Center (Photo 15), constructed in 1965 and
designed by the architectural firm of Barret Daffin and Colony,
was constructed by Albritton-Williams, Inc. It is a one story
addition located on the west elevation between the auditorium and
the south classrooms. Of brick, it features banded courses which
complement those of the historic first floor of Leon High. It
has a central entrance door, and a series of twelve square, one-
light windows at the roofline.

Covered Walkways

Two non-historic covered walkways (Photos 4 & 7) are
attached to the building. The first is attached to the west
vestibule of the south elevation, and connects the school to the
Music and Science Building to the west. The second walkway,
attached to the eastern vestibule of the north elevation,
connects to the 1965 Gymnasium Building. These walkways with
flat roofs supported by brick piers were probably constructed at
the same time as the numerous improvements that were made to the
campus in 1965.
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NON-CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

1965 Music and Science Building

Located to the west of the main building, the 1965 Music and
Science Building (Photo 27) is connected to the main building via
a covered walkway. The architectural firm of Barret Daffin and
Colony designed the one story, brick building, which was
constructed by Albritton-Williams, Inc.

1992 Music and Science Building

Situated to the west of the 1965 Music and Science building
is a facility constructed in 1992 to serve that same purpose
(Photo 28). This new building was designed by Clemons Rutherford
and Associates and constructed by Culpepper Construction. This
one story, masonry building is dominated by a massive hipped
roof, covered with imitation barrel tile. The eaves are
ornamented with small brackets. The building is capped with a
cupola. Two colors of brick are used in the building - red brick
which forms the body of the building, and a darker brownish brick
which is laid in a pattern to suggest a watertable and pilasters.

1965 Gvmnasium - "The Iicn’s Den"

Designed by Barret Daffin and Colony and constructed by
Albritton-Williams, Inc., the 1965 brick and concrete gymnasium
is located immediately north of the main building. It is
dominated by a large box cornice at the roofline (Photo 29).

1983 Graphic Arts Building

In 1983, the new Graphic Arts Building (Photo 30) was
constructed by Culpepper Construction Company, and designed by
Mays LeRoy Gray. The one story brick, gable-roofed building
faces south, and backs onto Miccosukee Road. The south elevation
features three sets of three banded windows surrounded by
concrete panels. The building is dominated by its projecting box
cornice of anodized aluminum.

014 Gym

The 0ld Gym, constructed cl1945-1950, is a gable-roofed,
corrugated metal building (Photo 31}.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria quafifying the property
for National Register listing.)

@ A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

{18 Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X} C Property embodies the distinctive charactetistics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction,

(J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history. ..

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “'x" in all the boxas that apply.)

Property is:

1 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious- purposes.,

(1 B8 removed from its original location.

JC a birthplaée or grave.

(3 D a cemetery.

(3 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
(3 F a commemorative property.

O} G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Staternent of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets j

‘Areas of Significance

{Enter calegories from instructions)

Education

Architecture

Period of Significance
1937~1943 '

Significant Dates
1937

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder

Elliott, M. Leo, Architect =
Monk, T. A., Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form an one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individua! listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

(] previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

(1 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# .

(1 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

K] State Historic Preservation Office
[0 Other State agency
(] Federal agency
(] Local government
C1 University
O Other
Name of repository:
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SUMMARY

Leon High School, located on East Tennessee Street in
Tallahassee, Florida, is locally significant under Criterion A in
the area of Education, and under Criterion C for its
Mediterranean Revival/Italian Renaissance style and its
association with M. Leo Elliott, one of Florida‘’s most prominent
architects in the first half of the twentieth century. '
Constructed in 1936-1937 with a federal grant and loan from the
Public Works Administration, and local funds raised through a
bond issuance, Leon High School was the only high school for
white students in the city until the construction of Rickards
High School in 1963. Leon High School is a landmark building in
downtown Tallahassee, and has played a prominent role in
educating many of the leaders of this community and state. It is
also the oldest school in Leon County that still serves its
original purpose.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Tallahassee and IL.eon Couhty

Established in 1824 as the capital of the Territory of
Filorida, in 1845 Tallahassee became the capital of the State.
Since its beginning, it has also served as the seat of Leon
County. In its early years, the economy of Tallahassee and Leon
County were based on agriculture, with cotton being "king." It
was not until the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
that state government and higher education came to play an
increasingly important role. Two institutions for higher
learning were established in Tallahassee in the nineteenth
century: in 1857 the West Florida Seminary (later to become
Florida State University) was established for white students, and
the Florida State Normal and Industrial School for Negro Youth
(later to become Florida A & M University) was created in 1887.
Both of these institutions, in conjunction with state government
which underwent tremendous growth beginning in the 1920s,
eventually dominated Leon County, replacing agriculture as the
community’s economic base.

The Public School Svstem of Leon County

During much of the antebellum period, there were only
private schools in Leon County. Established in 1827, the Leon
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Academy provided elementary education for white boys. Several
other private schools for whites were established over the years:;
many of them were in the rural areas and were maintained and
operated by planters in the region. No schools for black
students were opened until the adoption of the School Law of
1869, which required Florida counties to provide public schools
for blacks. On April 16, 1869, the Leon County Board of Public
Instruction was instituted to accomplish this goal. Leon
- County’s first public high school for blacks, Lincoln Academy
(later Lincoln High School), was constructed that year.

The next major step forward in education came in 1885, when
Leon County established special school tax districts with the
authority to levy three mills for public education. District
Number One was created in Tallahassee, and the county constructed
its first public high school for whites, named Leon Academy after
the early private school. This $7,000, two-story, brick building
with four large rooms, two class rooms, six cloak closets, was
located on Tennessee Street between Duval and Bronough Streets.
By 1890, because of a shortage of space, Leon Academy was doubled
in size. In 1905, the Academy, which previously had also served
primary grades, became Leon County High School.

In 1910, construction began on a new building for Leon High
School. Located on Park Avenue bhetween Puval and Bronough
Streets, this three story brick building cost $40,000 and was
dedicated on May 16, 1911. In 19211 there were seventy-six
schools in Leon County, most of them small, one-room school
houses. There were two other high schools in rural Leon County,
one in the community of Chaires and the other in Woodville, but
the second Leon High School continued as the city’s only high
school for whites.

During the early twentieth century, consolidation of white
schools became an accepted concept in Leon County. Consclidated
schools would have a variety of specially trained teachers to
teach single grades, and specialized topics such as art, music
and vocational courses. The move toward consolidation
accompanied a major growth in the local population. During the
1920s Leon County’s population grew by 30%, from 18,059 to
23,476, while Tallahassee’s grew 90%, from 5,638 to 10,700. A
series of bond issues was passed to build new white consclidated
schools, including Caroline Brevard Elementary in 1925, Ft.
Braden Elementary in 1926, Sealey Memorial Elementary in 1929,
Chaires Elementary in 1930, Leon High School in 1936-1937, and
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Miccosukee Elementary and Woodville Elementary in 1941. Schools
for black students did not receive the same attention. The only
masonry black school constructed during that period was the
fourth Linceoln High School, built on Brevard Street in 1929.

New Deal Programs

In response to the national economic crisis of the
Depression, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt devéloped a
series of economic recovery programs dubbed the "New Deal." 1In
1933, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) began to oversee
the new public building program. Nationally, over $700 million
was spent on 1300 new buildings. The Federal Emergency
Administration of Public Works, or Public Works Administration,
was charged by Congress with two principal objectives: to create
employment by government expenditures for labor, and to create
this employment "by the building throughout the country of sound
public works of recognized and lasting value."

In Florida, by June 1940, the WPA had built 245 new schoois
and improved 208, and had constructed 6,206 miles of roadway, 146
parks and undertaken numerous other public projects. Leon County
took advantage of the Public Works Administration’s grant and
loan program to build Leon High School. Other projects in Leon
County included the Federal Courthouse (1936, NR 1979) on Park
Avenue, the old Armory (1935) on Monroe Street, the 01d Jail
(1936) on Gaines Street, and numerous buildings on the two
college campuses.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

On March 8, 1927, the Board of Public Instruction of Leon
County purchased 31.7 acres of the McDougal Pasture for $22,000.
In 1928 the community approved the issuance of bonds to build a
new high school, but the vote was invalidated by a subsequent
constitutional amendment that revised the process for the
approval of bonds, and only 'a baseball diamond was constructed on
the property in 1934.

Mode L. Stone is credited with being a driving force behind
the ultimate funding of the new Leon High School. As supervising
principal of Tallahassee’s public schools, and the principal
directly in charge of Leon High School, he began a systematic
campaign to unite the community in a drive for the new building.
In 1934 he pointed out the inefficiency of the second Leon High,
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noting that the lighting was poor, plumbing was condemned, and
the building was infested with vermin. In addition, the school
was too small to meet contemporary needs. He contacted the
Public Works Administration supervisor for Florida, and convinced
him to support the construction of a new Leon High School if the
city passed a bond issue. Stone then spoke to groups of parents
about the need for a new school.

In November of 1935 after months of preparation, the Board
of Public Instruction called for a December 5th 1935 voter
referendum on the construction of the new Leon County High
School. The construction and equipping of the school would be
funded by the sale of negotiable interest bearing coupon bonds.
With the passage of the referendum, the Board met to authorize
issuance of the bonds. LeRoy Collins, a graduate of Leon High
School and later Governor of Florida, prepared the Board’s
application for the grant and lcan to the Emergency
Administration of Public Works. In 1936, the construction of
Leon High School became PWA project Florida 1024~R and the PWa
provided a loan of $250,000, and a grant of $191,314.

M. Leo Elliott had been chosen by the Board to be the
architect of Leon High School, and T. A. Monk Inc. was chosen as
the contractor with a bid of $392,725. Construction began on
April 1, 1936. In October, the School Board made application to
the PWA for an additional grant of $14,673. Originally,
construction was to be completed December 15, 1936, but due to
the unanticipated need to construct 13,000 feet of piling as
foundation, the completion date was extended to February 1, 1937.
The final cost of the building was $481,202.50.

Leon High School was Bradenton builder T. A. Monk’s thirty-
sixth school building, and was "the largest and one of the most
modern of the lot." When first built, the school contained about
50 classrooms, a cafeteria, kitchen, library, band room, and 75 x
110 foot auditorium. A 1936 description of the building
revealed: "All stairways will bear tile tread. Floors will be
asphalt and tile throughout the building. The tile roof will be
of variegated shades. The walls are red brick." The building
had steam heat and a modern intercom in each room. All of the
building materials, with the exception of the steel and light
hardware, were from Florida.

The new Leon High School was dedicated on May 28, 1937, with
Mode L. Stone’s words: "We do not dedicate here today, mere
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brick, mortar and steel. We dedicate this to the service and
improvement of human beings and mankind, where we will learn to
serve the Lord." Two services were held, one in the morning for
the students, and one in the evening for family and friends. It
included short talks on the building, "said to be one of the most
modern and complete in the South." A special ceremony was also
held to dedicate the Lilla Lewis Library, located on the third
floor. The following Sunday, the new high school hosted its
first commencement exercises fér 67 graduating Leon High School
seniors. The new school opened for classes in the fall.

According to former Principal Mike Conley, the new Leon High
School initially received much negative criticism. Some thought
it was far too large, and would never be more than half full.
Many were critical of the close to half a million dollar price
tag for the project. 1In the subsequent fifty-five years,
however, the student population has grown to fill Leon and
several other high schools in the community, and has necessitated
several expansions to the school plant. Numerous changes
occurred in 1965 as a result of a bond issue for improvements to
the school. The Leon County school system was integrated in
1967. Lincoln High School, the traditionally black high school,
was closed that year, and its building was later turned into a
community center. A new Lincoln High School was constructed on
another site in 1973. Two other Leon County publiic high schools
also serve this community, Rickards High School, which opened in
1963, and the Amos P. Godby High School, which opened in 1967.

For many vears the auditorium and Ruby Diamond Auditorium at
Florida State University were the only large facilities in town,
and the high school auditorium was used for many community
events.
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT
Architect M. Leo Elljott

M. Leo Elliott was born on April 4, 1886 in Woodstock, New
York. He began his work in Tampa, Florida, when he moved there
in 1907 to work on designs for the Centro Asturiano Club and the
YMCA building. The partnership of Bonfoey and Elliott,
Architects was officially formed on September 2, 1907. The next
major project for the firm was the design of the Tampa City Hall.
The partnership lasted for several years until it was dissolved
at the onset of World War I. After the war, Elliott formed a new
company, M. Leo Elliott, Inc.

Throughout his career, Elliott designed many public
buildings of architectural merit. Many of his works were
schools, including three in 1926 in the Sarasota area, which are
now listed in the National Register of Historic Places: South
Side School (NR 1984); Bay Haven School (NR 1984); and Sarasota
High School (NR 1984). Elliott also designed the 014 Jail (1936)
in Tallahassee, located on East Gaines Street. This project,
another Leon County PWA project, was constructed by T. A. Monk of
Bradenton. Elliott designed in a variety of styles, including
Mediterranean Revival, Italian Renaissance, Collegiate Gothic and
Moderne.

Mediterranean Revival Style

Leon High School exhibits many Mediterranean Revival style
features with a strong emphasis on the Italian Renaissance style,
one of the Mediterranean-influenced architectural styles that
were particularly popular in Florida during the 1920s and 1930s.
Italian Renaissance architecture was used as a domestic style in
the 1880s and 1890s, but gained its widest use after masonry
veneering techniques were perfected after the First World War.

It was popular from cl1890-1935. Characteristics of the style
include symmetrical form; recessed entry porches, often with
arches; low~pitched, hipped roofs with broadly overhanging, boxed
eaves; and projecting wings or pavilions. Decorative brackets at
the eaves help distinguish Italian Renaissance buildings from
some other Mediterranean styles which were not boxed and had
rafter tails, rather than brackets. Other common details
include: duoins, roof-line balustrades, pedimented windows,
classical door surrounds, molded cornices, and belt courses.
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Walls are stucco over frame, stucco, or masonry; wood is never
used. Mediterranean Revival buildings are also characterized by
their decorative tiles on walls and floors and use of wrought
iron.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Leon High School is a fine example of the use of the
Mediterranean Revival/Italian Renaissance style. The Italian
Renaissance influence can be seen most clearly in the symmetry of
the east and south elevations which also feature elaborately
decorated pavilions, an arcaded main entry, and a low pitched,
hipped/ridge roof covered with barrel tiles. Decorative rafter
tails under wide eaves are also suggestive of the Italian
Renaissance style (Photo 10). Typical Mediterranean Revival
style interior decorative elements include wrought iron
bannisters and decorative tiles around the water fountains.

While the Mediterranean Revival style enjoyed great
popularity in South Florida, with entire subdivisions and suburbs
being executed in the style, it did not enjoy that popularity in
North Florida. Leon High School derives additional significance
as one of the few Tallahassee buildings which exhibits influences
of the Mediterranean Revival style. Caroline Brevard Grammar
School (1925, NR 1987), The Woman’s Club of Tallahassee (1927, NR
1987), the Los Robles Gate (1926, NR 1989), the Federal
Correctional Institute (1938) and several homes comprise most of
the remainder of Tallahassee’s Mediterranean Revival style
construction.
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Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location. .

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs |

Hepresentative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Leon High School property consists of 29 of the 31.7
acres purchased by the Board of Public Instruction of Leon County
in 1927 (some land has been lost due to the widening of Tennessee
Street). The property is bounded to the west by the Brokaw-
McDougall property, to the south by East Tennessee Street, to the
east by residences of Talaflo Street, and to the northwest by
Miccosukee Road. ‘

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The boundary encldses the remailning land that has been

associated with Leon High School since its construction in 1936-
1937.



NPS Form 10-90C-a . OMB Aporoval No, 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior NICEIVED LEBI. &
National Park Service HYISION OF
HISTOEID A 'LSHURCES

National Register of Historic Pl
Continuation Sheet WP 2o o5

Section number — . Page
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NRIS Reference Number: 93000982 Date Listed: 9/21/93
Leon High School Leon FL
Property Name County State
N/A

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic

Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation

subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,

noththstandlng the National Park Service certification included
the nomlnatzon documentation.

9/2/93

agfslgnature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:
Verbal Boundary Description:

The Verbal Boundary Description 1s revised to read: The
property is bounded to the west by the Brokaw-McDougall
property and the east curbline of N. Meridan Street, to the
south by the north curbline of East Tennessee Street, to the
east by the rear property lines of the residences on Talaflo
Street, to the northwest by Miccosukee Road, and to the
north by the rear and side property lines of the residences
off of East Georgia Street.

This information was confirmed with Bill Thurston of the Florida
SHPO.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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IN REFPLY REFER TO:

The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to inform
you that the following properties have been entered
in the Naticnal Register of Historic Places.
For further information call 202/343-9542.

ocT | 1993

WEEKLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON PROPERTIES:  9/20/93 THROUGH 9/24/93

KEY: State, County, Property Name, Address/Boundary, City, Vicinity, Reference Number KHL Status, Action, Date, Multiple Name

DELAWARE, NEW CASTLE COUNTY, Justis, Thomas, House, 1001 Milltown Rd., Mill Creek Hundred, Wilmington vicinity, 93000989,
NOMINATION, 9/23/93. T e L :

LORIDA, L COUNTY, Leon High School, 550 E. Tennessee St., Tallahassee, 93000982, NOMINATION, 9/21/93
(FLORIDA, ST. JOHNS COUNTY, Villa Zorayda, B3 King St., St. Augustine, 93001002, KOMINATION, 9/23/93 ‘
{FLORIDA, VDLUSIA COUNTY, Olds Hall, 340 S. Ridgewood Ave., Daytona Beach, 93001003, NOMINATION, 9/23/93
GEORGIA, FULTON COUNTY, Brittain, Dr. Marion Luther, Sr., Wouse, 1109 W. Peachtree St., Atlanta, 93000999, NOMINATION,
9/23/93 :
1DAHO, BANNOCK COUNTY, Idaho State University Administration Building, 919 S. 8th St., Bldg. No. 10, Idaho State University,
pocateilo, 93000994, NOMINATION, 9/23/93
1DAHO, TWIN FALLS COUNTY, Duquesne, Achille, House, 710 W. Midway, Filer, 93000990, NOMINATION, 9/23/93

IDAHO, TWIN FALLS COUNTY, Morse, Burton, House, 134 Tenth Ave. N., Twin Falls, 93000992, NOMINATION, 9/23/93

IDAHO, TWIN FALLS COUNTY, Peck, D. H., House, 207 E. 8th Ave., Twin Falls, 93000993, NOMINATION, 9/23/93

iDAHG, TWIN FALLS COUNTY, Priebe, uWalter, House, 155 7th Ave. E., Twin Falls, 93000991, NOMINATION, $/23/93

INDIANA, ALLEN COUNTY, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 1101 §. Lafayette St., Fort Wayne, 84000483, REMOVAL, 9/13/93

INDIANA, KOSCIUSKO COUNTY, Warsaw Courthouse Square Historic District (Boundary Increase), Roughly bounded by M. Main, W.
Lake, Center and $. Indiana Sts. and the alleys behind Indiana, Market, Lake and Main Sts, Warsaw, 93000952, BOUNDARY INCREASE
9721793

INDIANA, KOSCIUSKO COUNTY, Warsaw Courthouse and Jail Historic District, Bounded by Center, N. Lake, Main, and Indisna Sts.,
Warsaw, 82000046, ADDITICNAL DOCUMENTATION, 9/21/93

IOWA, ADAMS COUNTY, Corning Opera House, BOD Davis Ave., Corning, 93000954, NOMINATION, 9/21/93 (Footlights in Farm
Country: lowa Opera Houses MPS)
KANSAS, EDWARDS COUNTY, Gano Grain Elevator and Scale House, lct. of US 50 and Co. Rd 9, Xinsley vicinity, 93000943,
HOMINATION, 9/21/93
LOUISIANA, RAPIDES PARISH, Bontemps, Arna Wendell, House, 1327 Third St., Alexandria, 93000385, HOMINATION, $/13/93
MAINE, CUMBERLAND COUNTY, Mapning, Richard, House, Raymond Cape Rd., W side, 0.3 mi. $ of US 302, South Casco, 9300063%,
HOMINATION, 7/2%/93
MARYLAND, HOWARD COUNTY, Lewyers Hill Historiec District, Area surrounding Lawyers Hill and Old Lawyers Hill Rds. and Elibank
br., Elkridge vicinity, 93001000, NOMINATION, 9/23/93
MASSACHUSETTS, BRISTOL COUNTY, Carpenter Homestead, BO Walnut St., Seekonk/Rehoboth, Seekonk, 93000902, NOMINATION, 9/17/93
MASSACHUSETTS, WORCESTER COUNTY, Winchendon Villsge Historic District, Roughly, N side Central St. from Summer to Front Sts.
and N side Front from Academy to Spring Sts., Winchendon, 92000056, NOMIKATION, 9/01/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Hyde Park Elementary School, Post Rd. N of jct. with Fuller Ln., Myde Park, 93000850,
NOMINATION, 9/02/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Langdon Estate Gatehouse, US N of jet. with Market St., Hyde Park, 93000845, NOMINATION, 9/02/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Main Street--Albertson Strest--Park Place Historic District, Reughly, Main St. betueen Park PL.
and US 9, Park between Main and Albertson St. and Albertson adjacent to Park, Hyde Park, 93000855, NOMINATION, 9/02/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Parker, Thomas E., House, Jct. of US 9 and Boice Rd., Hyde Park, 93000847, OWNER OBJECTION,
9/02/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Reformed Dutch Church, Parsonage and Lecture Hall, US 9 K of jct. with Market St., Hyde Park,
93000861, NOMINATION, 9/02/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Rogers, Archibald, Estate, Ject. of Mansion and Garden Sts., Hyde Park, 93000864, NROMIKATION,
9702/93
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Roosevelt Point Cottage and Boathouse, River Point Rd. at the Hudson R., Hyde Park, 93000851,
NOMINATION, 9/02/93
KEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Roosevelt, Isaac, House, Riverview Cir., E side, Hyde Park, 93000857, NOMINATION, 9/02/93
NEW YORX, DUTCHESS COUNTY, St. Andrew's MNovitjate, Jct. of US ¢ and W. Dorsey Ln., Hyde Park, 93000846, OWNER OBJECTION,
9702793
NEW YORK, DUTCHESS COUNTY, Vanderbilt_Lane Histeric District, Jet. of Vanderbilt Ln. and US 9, Hyde Park, 93000855,
HOMINATION, 9/02/93
NORTH CAROLINA, DARE COUNTY, Salvo Post Office, NC 12 W side, 0.1 mi. 5 of jct. with Park Rd., Salve, 93000997, NOMINATION,
9723/93
NORTH CAROLINA, PENDER COUNTY, US Naval Ordnance Testing Facitity Assembly Building, Jet. Of Channel Blvd. and Flake Ave.,
Topsail Beach, 93000909, NOMINATION, $/14/93 (US Naval Ordnance Test Facilities, Topsail Island MPS)




LE36

&2?39,&}8\32 z AAW@rnog E—
e ES ¥
BNILABIALNOD D SAYVTYM =2 .‘uﬂmoi b
] .
ISAWIS TRASSOHNAL LSV -
. ) =)
2@
1
3 " 3
> 3
& 4
A b
2 m
v
E ‘

)

n\_
3
HE

WF\\LPEEW& 7]
Sél?

HATY SV
211dvyb £ 8bl

J L

Nl NS
—00yoS W el

2 <
Y
S
2
e
B
z



@,

| EON WIGH RcHooL

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
NOT To SCALE

=R
CAFETERIA CLINE
| F@ | GIRLS
2
—\——ADDIT‘:DN5® g pFFCE
MELH.
owed | AYDITORWH LOBBY
_ ©
@ @ Mé?ﬂA% Eid
(HUSL oY
\ 0% o
105
‘ {oN
=g m% GQurls
-
I

“TENNESSEE  STREET

O

-\ >

LE3D



LE3IL

N
LEoN HIGH ScHoo A
SECOND PLOOR PLAN
NOT O SCALE

218

E’?_i 219 roYS

}upm

NNESSEE  STEEET




LES,

| EON HigH Scitool N

THIRD FooR PLAN
NOT T ScALE

BoYs -
201

301

03

205 |
b

ot

WORK €M

30%

20| 31% ‘Slio whnl (307

3o

3[’1\3\§ ’55[31\% GRS

61y

T

TENNESSEE STREET




LEON HIGH Scrool
[DLSTRIAL ARTS  BOILDING
NOT T SCALE

WORKSHDP

CLASSRoOM | DRAFTING

LEA,



ASSE

TALLAH
s ||

cariel 5T 4 | \
CEMETERY M
187 Beeeared St 21_‘
al & Groron ) 5 FEDERAL
-
3 i Caroud M 3 = Cexege CORAECTION |
" @ Wpna & §
— o % @B WSTITUTION
z bl |3 Rk S bark D
sHz J3l=q 3 HHERE
¥ g P 2 .‘-'\L
z ;W Flif A
Jcﬂnmc -B* k)
P T évn:cam’z —
2] — =
L Ar
[ 2 =
ghsrn_ 3
=0\ | | *
2 Dakirg 5
Hafrson 51 & o
Pegning 5t #
st &
P |M u'-'ms- CAPITAL CITY
&
El &
.- .
10 5] pedwa st
a Kusther St
|
3 Paireno St |
@ £ |
z I
FLORIDA A5M Ly d
7T 1 Gerest | UNIVERSITY DAIRY "l—'""'
&{ A Famoet kv Eﬂ
5 5 | rampun e | L
2 | moward sy L
| i i
Tuskagy
Hawor 7
s z
&
o i Lawre 1 3 5
: 3 Pncnr |4 1 micwados & l
Barcrions
EEREE g Yorgoner 212 | g scroaL
Kus Av | [ Pt N
LEON COUNTY capia | B[ Wi
FARGROUNDS STADIUM “g 2 g 0 O -
FOUR POINTS
s . 3 6
: i 0
w 3
=
H
3 %

- BELAIR
firererd £ v
Ouren 5t
i b4
o512
2
’ - St
z2yas| 2 L] Ed
L_; 2 o z
§§-— Sharmon 51 |~
E

e,
y

a 1

(3)

@ Cerel Droctory Company ard The Feuben 1. Oonewiey Corporato?

LEON HIGH SCHOOL, Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida

et

e

@

i




i

i S i

A et S = | !

T

L

\.“\\ e — 47:
o caeabey [ [T 7
B — ) [l
! s CHRFT 7)) ~ P
= md{ /\Téﬂsni__ S :__ "“-;-7 e
e 3t = S =
7 e Sl 4
5 a | $S
L ) 8
S E S T -
; l(la " 1 -
P 3 (/ E”L.'- j ] SF
??7 _"""“\\."::d/ —(:j:fjl 4
NG H R s
b oo els g
: i E

}\

: E\{‘
gy
//
SO
O

- 4
o
Y

LIl

—1L
GoOvSNIg
|

.:i»;if,
~ e
G5

o
Nl
m
e

]
|

I
e |

{

=y

~Ei
| —k
a2

él[—ll'\; 1
2oyl oy
-,rju ]

el
prlld

S

X ﬁ By o
\ / y
N N

H.?'”*“J
sy

(LAFAYETTE)
afak | NW

- L Y









Y3/ Lewm High Sehool
“alla hassee, Leon Co, FL




: [ LE B




2/31 L €o1 //17‘1 Schoeol
Taulahassee, yre C:,./ Fe







3/3, ) cort A{:yh School

Lecrr Coy FE

Tallahassee€,




Zl 111 mn mn

i ﬁﬁj i ma




L{f 3 { o Eori Hj-h Schoo /

Aoyt~ -, L

Tallshassee,







5/31 Lewn High Shool
T allihessee, L€orn ., FL




i
:
§
i
i
&




Tasl ahassee, Lern 4" Fe






7/3/ Leon High Sehoo !
Talahassee, Lecyy Co-, Fio



"

b

|

———




8/3’ Leor th Se broo |
Talla hrasses, Aw d., Fe



|

e e




c?/3‘/ Leaﬂ /‘/J/ 55/':'66/



_.ua

1

,
.
4

s




Tallahassee, Lewm Co Fe



z
i
"
e
z




(31 feon High School
7a N atussee, Leom o, FL







!
1/3‘ Leen ﬂgh Scheol
Jallehessec | leorn Cooy, FL




o T e e N - =

Lk _
2 \ —.,

,,,,,,.,,
a p




/3
/3’ J com },l!’;, Sehrool
'71”..1"«33‘-‘1, L eenm &) FiL






31 Leon High Seheol
Tallabessee bem Co., FL







IS Jeon High Sehoal
TFallnhessee, Leom Co, FL



|
__.L.-.ql‘ ‘_.

sl

5 = m—
22 ]UER R

gl




o  eom M heol
/31 #J" _Scb:m Q,/ =
Tallahassec,






17/z,
31 . £.gh Scheol

—-‘Tﬁ-}/d,hasxe“) Leaor C—;?:’ ;{_






1331 J com FHigr Scheol

Fallahessee, Acm -, F&






’9/3” L eom ﬂjh Sec breol
Tallohassee, Leem Cg,/ Fe






20 /3

Sehoot
-

r""-"fﬁ;"'? ﬁjgg

..?;-‘3- f{sim 5 5C &« ,






21
“Ta Jlahassee, Lem 47 Fe






12/5‘ L com ”:Jh Schrool g
Ta Hahasses, Lem S0 FL









AR
e
!

THHH A
fff;:ng:f
_.rmmrnmm;rznr .

|
i =
it




2d/
3 ! e /—!dh School
Tallehessee, Lem G, FL












26
/31 Leon ”D" Sehoel
'7;—//4[“5301’ L Con Co. , FL







273












A0, High School






30
J21 e Hign Sehoal

“Tolihassee, Len &, FE









LEA,

NPS Form 10-000-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
{8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Photographs 1 Leon High School, Tallahassee,

. Leon County, FL
Section number ______  Page

1 1) Leon High School, 550 E. Jefferscon Street
2) Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida
3) 17th Annual Report of the City of Tallahassee
4) c1937 .
5) Florida Photographic Archives, Tallahassee, FL
6) Aerial view of Leon High School under construction,
camera facing NW
7) 1 of 31

2 1) Leon High School, 550 E. Jefferson Street
2) Tallahassee, Leon County, Florida
3) Vivian Young or Kevin McGorty
4) February 1993
5) Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board
6) E elevation, camera facing W from the athletic fields
7) 2 of 31

Items 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs.
3 6) E elevation, camera facing NW
7) 3 of 31
4 6) S elevation, camera facing NE
7} 4 of 31
5 6) Athletic Field, camera facing NE
7) 5 of 31
6 6) Main entrance in central pavilion on E elevation, camera

facing W
7)Y 6 of 31

8 6) Detail of winged angel terra cotta panel, camera
facing W
7) 8 of 31

9 6) S elevation, camera facing N
7) 9 of 31

i0 6) Detail of terra cotta cartouche, decorative rafter
tails, and frieze on S elevation, camera facing N
7) 10 of 31



LE3),

NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
18-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa! Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Photographs
Section number —______ Page

5 Leon High School, Tallahassee,
Leon County, FL

11 6) N elevation, showing 1957 second story addition,
camera facing SE
7) 11 of 31

12 6) N end of E elevation, camera facing E
7} 12 of 31

13 6} Auditorium window, camera facing S
7) 13 of 31

14 6) Central wing of W elevation, camera facing SE
7) 14 of 31

15 6) S section of E elevation, showing 1965 Media Center,
camera facing E
7) 15 of 31

16 6) S section of E elevation, showing cl1965 walkway,
camera facing SE
7) 16 of 31

17 6} Lobby, camera facing NW
7) 17 of 31

18 6) Staircase with wrought iron balustrade, camera
facing S
7) 18 of 31

19 6) Ceramic tile trim around water fountain and
baseboard tile
7) 19 of 31

20 6) Boys’ restroom, showing tile floor and baseboard,
camera facing NE
7) 20 of 31

21 6) Typical classroom, showing corner closet, camera
facing SE
7) 21 of 31

22 6) Auditorium, camera facing W
7) 22 of 31



NPS Formn 10-900-a OME Approvai No. 1024-0018
{8-86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Photographs 3
Section number ... Page —___

Leon High School, Tallahassee,
Leon County, FL

23 6) Cafeteria, camera facing NE
7) 23 of 31

24 6) Industrial Arts Building, S elevation, camera facing
NW
7) 24 of 31

25 6) Drafting Room in the Industrial Arts Building,
canmera facing SW
7) 25 of 31

26 6) Workshop in the Industrial Arts building, camera
facing NW
7} 26 of 31

27 6) 1965 Music and Science Building, S elevation, camera
facing NW
7) 27 of 31

28 6) 1992 Music and Science Building, W elevation, camera
facing E
7) 28 of 31

29 6) 1965 Gymnasium, S elevation, camera facing N
7) 29 of 31

30 6) 1983 Graphic Arts Building, S elevation, camera
facing NE
7) 30 of 31

31 6) 0ld cl1945 Gymnasium, S elevation, camera facing N
7) 31 of 31
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and Records Managemant . SITE FILE FDAHRM 802==
DS-HSP-3A Rev,9-74 . . 6
«zagg Site No. 8Le3l 1009==
top SEE SITE FILE STAFF FOR 4
GINAL PHOTO(S) OR MAP(8)site Name ____Ieon High School 830== .

Other Name(s) for Site 930==

Other Nos. for Site 906==

Type of Site building 838==

County Leon 808==

&

RS

STATE CF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF STATE FLORIDA MASTER

Division of Archives, History

LE3),

Instructions for locating site {or address) East Tennessee Street on North Side,

Tallahassee
813==
Owner of Site: Name Leon County School Board 902==
Address 90 ==
Occupant, Tenant, or Manager:
Name 904==
Address 905==
Reporter {or local contact):
Name 816==
Address 8i7==
Recs;c:j:& Title Diane D. Greer, Historic Sites Specialist 818==
Address DAHRM, The Capitel,- Tallahassee, Fla 819==
Survey Date_ Winter, 1974 820== Type Ownership private 848==
Inventory Status 914==
Previous Survey(s), Excavation(s} or Collection(s): (enter title of survey  date; whether federal, state,
county or local; location of survey report(s); and material collected),
b\ Y
N7 IT
839==
Photographic Record Numbers 75-N-02~10, frames 35-40
860==




Location of Site (Specific):

Map Reference (incl. scale & date)_USGS_Tallahassee Quad,1970,1:24000 809==
[
Township Range Section Y% Sec. % % Sec. Ya % Y Sec.
{ } : ] i 812==

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES DEFINING A POLYGON LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Point Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
=] ’ ‘s o v

Q .

OR
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY OF
LESS THAN TEN ACRES

UTM 16 -761-640- 3371-140 ©

Global Reference Code 884

Description of Site:

Type Classification : ==

Site Size (approx. acreage of property) 833==
Present Condition of Site:
Check one Check one Check one if appropriate
X1 attered 863== X Exceltent 863=< [ Deteriorated 863== O Moved 863==
[0 Unaltered 863== 0 Geed 863== [ Ruins 863== E}Original Site 863==
[ Destroyed 863== T Fair 863== 1 Unexposed 863==

Present & Original thsibal Appearance {use continuation sheet if necessary)

SEE ATTACHED SHEET

862==




Site Na, 9Le316

STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Division of Archlves, History . Site Nama LEON Hiqh SChOOl

and Aecards Managernent HISTORIC SITE DATA SUPPLEMENT

[DS-HSP-38 Rev.9-74

Present Use (check one or more as appropriate)

] Agricuitural 850== [ Government 850== [ Park 850== [ Transportation 850==
O commercial 850== [ indastriat 850—-—= O private Residence850== E)—t:e_r_(-épecif-yi: T
E] Educational 850== [ Mmilitary 850== [ Retigious gso== (3 B850==
[l Entertainment BB50== [J Museum 850== [ scientific 8s50== [J 850==
Period {check one or more as appropriate)
L] PreColumbian  B42-= L] 16th Century  842== [ 18th Century  842== L[] 20th Century  842-=
0 15th century  gaz== [ 17th Century  842== [J 19th Centusy  842==
pecific Dates: Beginning 1936 844== Ending B846=7
Areas of Significance (check one or more as appropriate)
['1 Aboriginat & €ducation g10==_ [ Political g10==_ [3 Urban Planning 910==
Prehistoric 910== [ Engineering ato== [} Religion/Phi Other {Specify):
[1 Abaoriginal O industry 910== losophy g10== {J 910==
Historic 910== J invention 910== O science 910== 1 91)==
O Agriculture 210~-= M Landscape O scutpture 910== (] 3 0==
& Architecture 910-= Architecture 910== [J Social/Human- 0 910==
0 an 910-= [ Literature 210-= itarian g10-= [J 910==
[ commerce 910== {1 Mititary 910-= [ Theater 910==
O communications 910== C Music 910== [ Transportation 919==

[71 Conservation 9910==

Thematic Classification:

L3 Aboriginal 912== O Military 912== Other {Specify}:

£ Architectural g12== [ Paiitical g1z== O 912==
O The Arts 912== [d Society gi2== [ 912==
O Explo.ra’(ion & Settlement 912== [ Science & Technology 912= [ 912==

‘Statement of Significance (use continuation sheet if necessary}

Excellent example of eclectic Mediterranean building
style associated with the Florida real estate boom.

This structure has minimal historic significance
which is derived from the role it has played in the
educational life of the Tallahassee community during the
last four decades.

911== 3

—
o



SITE NAME: Leon High School

SITE LOCATION: E. Tennessee Street
INVENTORY STATUS: State Inventory
RANKING: 3rd

PROTOTYPE CATEGORY: 2/6

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL: brick

CURRENT OWNER: Leon County School Board

OTHER SIGNIFICANT OWNERS/OCCUPANTS:
CURRENT USAGE: educational

ORIGINAL AND OTHER USAGES: same
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1936

DATE OF SIGNIFICANT ALTERATIONS: N/A
CONTRACTOR AND/OR ARCHITECT: unknown
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

FOUNDATION AND FRAME: brick

Master ListLE?)\L

Ne. 33

EXTERIOR FABRIC: : brick

NO. OF FLOORS: 3

ROOF TYPE: ridge & hip in combination, barrel tile
FENESTRATION: sash & pivot in combination

LOCATION/TYPE ENTRANCE: central placement on east facade

PORCHES: none

ORNAMENT : - gqround floor around entrv treated as ashlar
DEPENDENCIES: masonryv, eaves heavily bracketed, stucco trim

several detached dependencies such as gym, temporary buildings

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Excellent example of eclectic Mediterranean building style

assocciated with the Florida real estate boom.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

This structure has minimal historic significance which 1is
derived from the role it has played in the educational life of

the Tallahassee community during the last four decades.
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STATE OF FLORIDA f E’B)j
DEPARTMENT OF STATE H
Division of Archives, History _ Site No! __.._E
and Records Management

DS HEP-3G 875 | S o lSit'e Name ]_eon ﬂ‘l‘gA SQA.oo/

Address £ Tenpessee ST
ARCHITECTURAL SITE DATA SUPPLEMENT

ARCHITECT ) 872==
BUILDER 874==
. STYLE AND/OR MODE  964==
PLAN TYPE 966==
EXTERIOR FABRIC(S) b ,ic kK _ 854==
- STRUCTURAL SYSTEM(S) ' 856==

FEATURE OF STRUCTURE {942):
FOUNDATION: hpick 942==

ROOF TYPE?N‘dge +hip v combimation _ . : 942==

SECONDARY ROOF STRUCTURE(S):

WINDOW TYPE: sash + pivot in Combhisxation 942==

MATERIALS (882):

~ CHIMNEY: - ,' | ggo=-=
ROOF SURFACING :darreltile .- : | 880==
INTERIOR WALLS: g 887==
ORNAMENT INTERIOR: : 882==
ORNAMENT EXTERIOR: _SHpcco 4rim: —_—

QUANTITATIVE DATA (950-960):

NO.OF STOREYS D 950==<
NO. OF CHIMNEYS | 95 0=~
OTHER (SPECIFY) | N 954==
| - | 956==

Q
O



¢3!

OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING (FREE TEXT) (865):

ROOF STRUCTURAL SYSTEM:

865==
MAIN ENTRANCE: ce@nter €ast -Facade
| 865-=
WINDOW PLACEMENT: :
| 865==
WINDOW SURROUNDS AND DECORATION:
865==
PORCHES, VERANDAS, GALLERIES AND BALCONIES:
865==

EXTERIOR ORNAMENT AND COLOR: 3~,~¢de atoumwd entrq 4reatéd
. et

aS _ashlar maSaNMj: —Bales heaui/& Amc}(efecl% ==
INTERIOR COMMENTS: ‘

OTHER (SPECIFY):
' 865==

MAJOR ALTERATIONS (FREE TEXT)

OUTBUILDINGS (FEATURES OF SITE) % (jm

876==
SURROUNDINGS (CLASSIFICATION) : 864==
RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDINGS (FREE TEXT)

859==
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L& S70 Joeon County High fehool LEBH:’
. East Tenncessee Sureet -
'ydf»v—-l—v

SIPE o P :
fﬁ{j?f{,54o‘**—;> Leon High School was constructed in 1936 in conjunction
72> with the Fzderal Emergency Administration of Public Works.
. Although there have been several later additions to the
Lreotirm /0724 campus, the original plant is still in use. M. Leo Elliott
‘ /% boxnn of Tampa designed the main building in the Mediterrancan.
- Revival style popular during that era in Florida. The .
; Leon High School property was originally part of the
a¢7¢t--4ww~A“i Lafayette land grant and later owned by the Brokaw -

ef HcDougall family. Part of the tract was popularly known
in the’ early years of the twentieth century as "thougall s
Pasture.”

' The first Leon County High School building was
Yol completed in 1911 on lots facing Park Avenue between

Alack. Fevirecsn/ Bronough and Boulevard Streets. This building was
later used as Lively Technical School and eventually

was demolished.

Prior to the completion of the 1911 building, Leon
Countians attended two years of high school at Leon Academy,
which also housed the elementary grades. The last two
years of high school work were completed at West Florida
Seminary. 1In 1905 the Seminary became Florida Female
College (later FSCW} and the next year Leon High graduated
dt. its first class from facilities shared with the academy.
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384 TAMPA

many sall business buildings in various parts

of Tampa and engaged in general brokerage
business. Altogether, during, the boom period
and alterward, he built more than a thousand
siructures in-Tampa and in the lake region,

At present Mr. Simms is president of Bel-Mar
Gardens, Inc., which is constructing 300 hones
in the El' Parada Avenue section, and also presi-
dent of Tyrone Gardens, Inc., which is building
500 homes in St. Petersburg.

Myr. Simms is marricd to the former Thelma
Williams, of Tampa. They have three children:
Witliam, Maurine and Jane Allyn. By a previous
marriage, Mr. Sinums has two danghters. N

CHARLES H. BROWN"’

Charles H. Brown was born in Abbeville, Ga.,
March 12, 1868, the son of William H.'and Laura
{Roberts) Brown. iiis family came to Florida in
1870 and lucated {irst in Hamilton County and
then at Live Oak. There he became a contractor
in railroad com(rucuon and also dealt in tumber
lands.

In 1907 Mr. Brown came to Tampa and organ-
ized and was president of the Tampa & Gulf Cuast
Railroad which Luilt to Tarpen Springs in 1910
and 1¢ 5t Petershurg in FHAL (See Chapler X))

He was one of the founders of the Tampa Bank |

of Commeree arxl the Florida Mortgage. Uitle %
Bonding Co., and was une of Florida’s largest
owners of real estate,

Me. Brown was the first mavor of "Tampa under
the commission form of government and served
three years. He also was a member of the boavd
of public works and was active in the Board of
Trade for manay vears. being president in 1919,
He was married in Suwannee County tw Maggie
V. Gardoer and had five children: Tsla B (M rs,
R. 1. Tavlor), Karl 8., Nelliec B. (Mrs. . H.
Davis), Margaret (Mrs. Deland Cariton). and
Brownie (Mrs, George Ring), He dicd Janoan
17, fis,

M. LEO ELLIOTT

M, Leo Elliott was born at Woadstodk, Ulsier
County, New York, April 4. 1836, tie son ol
Malachi and  Margarer  (Trvacy st bath
natives of Comnty Westneath, Ireland. He i one
of eight children. four givhs amd four bovs,

My, Elliott jivst anended school iy a finde ones
yoort mountain school. Afier flunking the R
grade. Ire departed for New York City where he
seenred i job as oftice bov with the finu of Welch,
smith & Provar, architeas and cagineers. He ve-
mained with the tinm from 1901 v Y6, and dur-
ing that time received a diploma {rom the New
York Evening High Schoal, auended ovening
classes at Cooper’s Instinie, and siodied at Don
Rarber's Awelier.

After a servions illness brovghe on by oserwork
amel comtinnous stadyv, he went (o Saratoza Springs
carly in 16 1o vceuperate. He then went to
Nodolk, Va., where he 1ok a prominent part in
designing I:mhling-: for the jumestown Exposition,
On the day the Exposition opencd he lefr Nondolh
and :Iln\ul in Tompa oo Apreid 40 HOT his 2Ea
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.M. LEO ELLIOTT .

Alr. Elfiotts first work in Tampa was the
preparation of competitive designs for the Centro
Asturiang Clab and Y.M.CA. building. Both de-
signs won first place and on September 2, 1967,
the parinership of Bonfoey & Elliow, Architects,
was tormed. One of fts finst important commis-
sions was the Tampa City Hall, won through
competitive design. The partnership was  dis-
solved at the start of World War 1.

Dhaving that war, Mr. Ellioit served as an engi-
neer i the construction of A5000n enucrete oil
tankers o the government in Jucksonvitle, and
helped make the fira pour on the Atlantus, the
tirst conerete ship te be baile at Brunswick, Ga.

Returning (o Tampa January F 1920, he re-
sumeed the practice of architectine under the firm
name of M. Leo Eftiore. Tnc., Architects and Engi-
neers, and with o poak organizatoen of 46 drafis-
men. i sireetiral engineers, 17 inspectors and a
seerctarial  staft, devgned many of e most
prominent huildings throughout the siaie. Since
HZL s work has been onndined o educational,
public and commercial stroctures,

During World War 11, Mr. Elliotc opened an

olfice i Atlanta au the request of Mublic Housing
afficials and planned and designed miilions of
dollars worth of war bhowsing. When the war
emled. the firm name was changed to M. Leo
Elfisit-Elior C. Flewcher, Architecis Associated,
with olfices in the Penthouse of the Citizens
Building, Fampa.

My, Ellioty is dean of architecs in Florida, He
was one 6l the organizers and lemporary chairman
of the vrganirationad meeting of the Florida As-
sociation ol Arvediiteets in j.ulnnn\ll!c in 1914, and
was active in having the Architects’ License Law
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" of the American Institute of Architects,” -

He is a member of Hillsborough Lodge No. 23

" F&AM., Ancient and "Accepted . Scottish - Rite >

Freemasonry, Egypt Temple -Shrine, Tampa
Y;?l:ll % C:;Yuntry Club, Palma Ceia Golf Club,
University Club, Commeodore . Club, Greater
“Tampa Chamber of Commerce, Florida State

Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club, Tampa Gun

Ctub, and is “Chief Kingfisher” of the Indians
Gun -Club, Atlanta. He is a2 member of 3e
Andrew’s Episcopal Church.

For recreation, Mr. Elliott enjovs golf, hunting
and trapshooting. In 1923 he won the Winter
Vandalia 100-target Handicap at Eustis, Fla.,

- breaking 100 straight in a windstorm.

On October 26, 1510, Mr. Elliott was married

" to Beth Thompson, daughter of N. Q. and AMary

{Coc) Thompson. They had two children: Sheila

tMrs. Rowan Cummins), decéased, and M. Leo,

Jr.. who is married 10 Jane Harrison,

H. LESLIE CROWDER - -

Herbert Leslie Crowder was born in Orlande.
Fla.. July 24, 1897, the son of Herbert G. and
Faunic (Williams) Crowder. He was educited
in the public schools of Bartow, Jacksonville, and
Tampa, where the family moved in 1907, .

Alter being graduated from Hilishorough High
School in 1915, My, Crowder worked a short
timic at Maas Bros. and then for the Seaboard
Air Line Railroad, first in the cashier's office
and «then in the freight departitent.  During
World War I he served elrven months overseas
with the 29th Engineers, bzeoming a sergeant.

When the war ended he returned to the Sea-
buard. In 1920 he went into Lhe insurance husj-
news. becoming associated with $. T, Woodward
in the Tampa [nsurance Agency. Soon afterward
he went into partnership with AMr. Woodward
and organized the Woodward-Crowder Co. Mr.
Crowder has been sole owner of the agency singe
1HO, The agency sells general insurance and
handtes mortgage loans. Mr. Crowder is z2lso a
director of the Marine Bank & Trust Co. and

vice-president of the First Federal Savings &~

Loan Co.

He has been a director of Ye Mystic Krewe of

Gasparilla for many yvears. is a past commander
of the Tampa Yacht and Country Cluh, treasurer
of the Urtiversity Club, and president of the Ex-
change Clul).
) On April )4, 192L, Mr. Crowder was niatried
in ‘i'ampa w Lorene Hardee. They have four
chilkidren: Herbert Leslie, Jr.. born August 28,
1927: John  (Jack) Hardee, born November 4,
2. and William Cone and Robert Gaither,
twins, born Scptember 21, 1931,

RAY B. CRALLE

Ray B. Cralle was born in Louisville, Ky.,
Janwary 12, 1891, the son of Samuel Straun and
Robina  tStecie) Cralle. He attended  public
schools in Louisville. The family came to Tampa
i T and Vee Ceep oo *

wed by the State Legislature in 1915 He holds *
* Architect’s -Registration Certificate No. 5, ‘the * it
. Jowest active ‘Tegistration, and is a past me}mt_)el‘-‘ - ,,mﬂ. o
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RAY B. CRALLE

messenger boy for the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-
road at $6 a week. He remained with the rail-
road zhout 2 vear and then, while still in his
‘teens, worked brief periods'for the Tam pa Hard-
ware Company, the Natonal Packing Company,
and in his jather’s store.

in 1911 Mr. Crallc joined the wholesale grocery
department of the Peninsular Naval Stores and
during the next three years traveled through
South Florida as a szlesman for the firm. He then
became Florida rtepresentative of the Akin.
Erskine Milling Co., of Evansville, Ind., and sold
[tour for that concern throughout the state. N

Forcseeing the time when auwtomobiles would
revolutionize transportation, Mr. Cralle entered
the automobile business in Tampa in 1916 and
has remained in it ever since, selling various
makes of cars and trucks. He is 2 director of the
Exchange Nationa! Rank.

Mr. Cralle has taken an active part in ciic
alfairs for many years and in 1957 was honored
with the Civitan Award for outstanding service
to the community. He is a past president of the
Tampa Chamber of Commerce, was the Eirst
president of the Tampa Avtomobile Dealers As-
sociation and the second president of the Florica
Automobile Deulers Association, both of which
he hielped to organize. He is a2 past president of
the Tampa Merchants Asaciation, Familv S¢ms
ice Assaciation, the Reotury Club and the Tan:z.a
Cammunity Chest; a director of the Florida Stsce
Fair and Gasparilla Association, and a Past senior
counciller of United Comimercial Travelers. He
is a member of St. Johns Episcopal Church, t=e
Musonic Lodge, Elis, Tampa Ratarv Clys -
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